
During the past fiscal year we were able to meet the goals that we had set out to 
accomplish. Our fish returns were significant with all Hatchery production targets 
being met. Our volunteer participation and overall community effort was again 
commendable. We estimate our volunteer time at 14 000 hours this past year. 
 
The 2010 - 2011  fiscal year  had several extra ordinary general maintenance issues 
that we had to move on to keep our facilities functioning effectively.  
 
We also continued to focus efforts on the evolution of our facilities to improve our 
overall operating effectiveness. This included the acquisition of strategically identified 
infrastructure as well as modifications to existing infrastructure. 
 
 The improvements that I will go over briefly were  essential to carry out our salmon 
enhancement efforts safely and effectively. 
 
  

1 



A  huge log jam that had let go and came to rest just above our spawning channel. 
The debris in the jam needed to be removed so that it did not end up coming down 
our spawning channel or hitting our adult counting fence. The debris that contained 
full size trees were removed and placed above the high water mark on the river bank. 
 
 

2 



Our footbridge leading to our washroom facility at the Lang Creek Hold/ Sort facility 
was  replaced. The Bomb Squad spent many hours removing the old structure and 
replacing it with the new materials. 
 
 The new bridge now sits on proper cement footings and has a steel beams as the 
support structure. The decking is cedar with aluminum mesh for traction. 
 

3 



We  made improvements to our existing fish way. A by pass chute was pre fabricated 
from steel and aluminum. It was installed in the lower portion of the fish way. 

4 



The counting station allows us to accurately count fish past the fence without brining 
them through the building when it is not necessary. It greatly decreases the amount 
of fish handling while maintaining precise fish counts. 
 

5 



Over the summer months we were able to install a fish rail system at Lang Creek.  
The fish rail is the same as what you might find on an industrial assembly line.  
 
Hangers were placed in the ceiling for the rail to be mounted. The rail was pre 
assembled on top of our holding tanks. The tanks were sheeted in with lumber and 
plywood to create a platform to work from. 
 
 

6 



The rail system was lifted as a unit to the mounts on the ceiling with the use of ropes. 
It was then adjust and fixed into position over our brood stock sorting and collecting 
tanks. 
 
The fish rail effectively allows us easy lifting of the fish through the use of a pulley 
mounted in the rail. The pulley has wheels on it that ride inside the rail so that the 
fish can easily be moved around. Once the fish has been lifted and identified it can be 
sorted into the desired location, depending on species and whether or not we are 
releasing the fish or keeping it for our brood stock. The system is also used to resort 
our brood stock when we are checking it for ripeness.  
 

7 



Several repairs and or modifications were made to our video monitoring equipment 
at Lang Creek. The outside camera had an electrical component burn out. It was 
lowered and the component replaced.  

8 



The inside camera had a light switch added to it so that staff can turn the lights on 
and back off during remote access. This is crucial to the overall health of our brood 
stock as less stress is placed on the fish while they are kept in the dark. Less stress 
equals less mortality. 
 

9 



Our Mill Hatchery header tank underwent repair. It was completely dissembled, 
cleaned re calked and bolted back up on each flange. This stopped the leaks that had  
had developed. 
 

10 



Six of the rearing troughs at the Mill were in need of repair. They were pulled out, 
flipped over, and had the wooden/fiberglass legs and support structures cut and 
ground off.  
 
Duck Lake Hatchery also had three rearing troughs that were repaired in the same 
fashion.  
 

11 



New legs were cut from plywood 

12 



They were fiber-glassed into position. 
 

13 



A broken water line at Lang Creek flooded our office and drying room. We had to take 
apart the walls and ceiling to remove and replace the wet insulation.  
 

14 



We stripped the old office at the  Duck Lake Hatchery  down to its original framework. 
Without heat the drywall had become moldy. The insulation was rat infested. 
  
 

15 



These repairs were no small undertaking and could not have been completed without 
the extra effort put in by staff and volunteers. 
 

16 



Our parking lot at Lang Creek was resurfaced. A generous donation by BA Blacktop 
allowed us to place crushed blacktop. It was rolled out nice and flat. It finishes off our 
entry way at Lang. 
 

17 



The gardeners have continued there efforts at Lang Creek. They have put in many 
hours of volunteer time to raise funds and keep our entry way looking first class. They 
continue to work towards the development of a botanical learning center for our 
community and visitors to enjoy.  

18 



A new fish sorting table was fabricated. Last years beta version worked well. Some 
small adjustments were made to the table including an extension.  
 
The table increases our ability to positively identify the fish and keep the net working. 
As the fish is placed on the table, the net can go for the next fish while the previous 
fish is being identified and recorded. 
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Lang Fish Returns for the fall of 2010: 
 
Pinks 72 
 
Coho 1832 
 
Chum 5565 
 
Chinook 1410 

23 



Willingdon Creek returns reached historic proportions in the fall of 2010. There were 
more than 100 Chum that returned to Willingdon. The fish entered both Mcguffie and 
Mcfall creeks. This increased return is believed to be the result of the imprinting 
process at this site by CUPE. The fry released at the site had been reared there for a 
ten day period. There had also been some Chum fishing closures in Johnstone Strait 
that probably increased returning numbers of fish. 

24 



Community members, students and teachers gathered around the egg take table 
again this past year to see how hatchery production is carried out. 
 
 Several hundred school kids passed through PRSS operations during brood 2010. 
They came as organized field trips and part of our classroom incubator program. The 
classroom incubator program allows students to take fish eggs back to the classroom 
and nurture them through the incubation process.  
 
Each participating class then returns to Lang Creek to release the fry that have 
emerged in the spring.   
 
DFO Educational coordinator Dianne Sanford comes to all participating classes and 
performs dissections with the students. This is an opportunity for the kids to learn 
the anatomy of the fish. 
 

25 



Last year we held a workshop for some of our volunteers that were interested in 
helping out with providing public and school tours at Lang Creek. These volunteers 
have provided Dianne Sanford  support  for the school class fieldtrips. 
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Egg Take Totals for brood 2010 
 
Chinook- 1.2 M 
 
Coho- 375 K 
 
Chum- 860 K 
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Chinook Releases- 
 
Lang Creek- 872k 
 
Chapman-103 k eyed eggs 
 
Sechelt- 71k Chinook smolts 
 
Texada Marble Bay-80k Chinook smolts 
 
Willingdon did not receive Chinook this year as there were maintenance issues with 
the float that facilitates the net. We look forward to CUPE being able to receive 
Chinook again next year after the necessary repairs are made. 
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Chum Releases- 
 Lang Creek-636 k  
 Texada-70 k 
 Willingdon-70k 
 
Coho Releases - 40k  eyed eggs to Desolation Sound  
 -25k Sloughs 
 -25k Blackwater 
 -25k Anderson Creek  
 - 222k Haslam Lake 
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